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" extraordinary Commission." to suppress disturbances, and organized a body of" Red Guards " out of the remnant of the army. In the meantime the dispossessed classes were streaming out of the country, some joining the Germans, others appealing to the Allies to help them to overthrow the Bolshevists and recover their property.
The Allies for the time being had their hands full, but a body of Czechoslovakian prisoners in Russia, which was being organized to fight against the Germans when the revolution broke out, advanced westward under French instructions and took Samara (June 8, 1918). At the same time the Germans advanced eastward through the Ukraine. The position was now highly confused, and the Bolshevists saw themselves being hemmed in and cut off from a large part of Russia and their principal sources of supply. Fierce internal struggles were still going on between different schools of revolutionaries, and at the beginning of July the German Ambassador, Mirbach, was assassinated in Moscow. By this time "White " Russians had joined hands with the Czechoslovakians, and the two together were reported to be advancing on Ekaterinburg where the Tsar and his family had been interned after the Bolshevists seized power. On the plea or pretext that they would otherwise fall into the hands of the enemy the local Soviet cruelly murdered the whole family on the night of July 16 in the basement of the house in which they were held prisoners, and their action was approved by the Central Executive Committee in Moscow. A fortnight later the Czechs took Ekaterinburg, and another Allied force occupied Archangel and began to advance south.
Intervention and Its Results
History was now repeating itself, and foreign intervention was to have the same effect on revolutionary Russia as on revolutionary France a hundred and thirty years earlier. It inflamed passion, led to savage reprisals, rallied to the revolutionaries large numbers who till then had been hostile or neutral. On August 30, in Moscow, a woman shot at and badly wounded Lenin, who for some days lay between life and death. On the same day a prominent Communist leader was killed in Leningrad. From this moment the terror was unloosed, and in Leningrad alone 500 were executed as a reprisalswer, and how that rule can be made tolerable to the Indian people and not too burdensome to the British is a question which it is very difficult to answer. Suppression is
